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Abstract of JP 9030368 (A) 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To weaken reaction 
force when each air bag is expanded by providing 
an air bag control means which selects an air bag to 
be expanded out of a plurality of the air bags, and 
thereby outputting an expanding signal for 
expanding the air bag selected to an air bag 
expanding device. SOLUTION: The air bag device 
18 computes a distance from each laser beam 
receiver 17 to a detected position based on the 
detected signals from a right and a left laser beam 
detector 17, and it is thereby determined whether 
the position of collision with a pedestrian is on the 
left half part of the front end of a vehicle, on the right 
half part, or at a place close to the center of the 
vehicle.; When the position of collision is found to 
have been on the left half part of the front end of the 
vehicle, an ignition signal is sent to the inflator of an 
air bag module 14 for the left half part, and the air 
bag 14a of the left half part is thereby expanded by 
gas generated by the inflator in the left side area of 
a hood 12. Therefore, it is surely buffered that the 
pedestrian is secondaril hit a mist the left half part 
of the hood 12 by the air bag 14a of the left half part, 
which is expanded in such a way as to cover the left 
half of the hood 12. 
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